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G/5 Adhesive tips
By Tom Pawlak

Many of us at Gougeon Brothers experiment
with WEST SYSTEM® products on personal
projects at home as well as at work. We often
push products and techniques beyond the lim-
its recommended in our literature. Sometimes
the experiment fails, sometimes we discover
something very useful.

Installing ceramic tile
Grant Urband, head of our marketing depart-
ment, developed an interesting approach for
using G/5 Adhesive during an interior restora-
tion project on his Victorian era home. He re-
cently used G/5 to glue hundreds of 1" square
ceramic tiles to a large surface and in the pro-
cess, came up with a unique method for using
the fast-curing adhesive.

Any time you must continually repeat a pro-
cess, it is worth developing techniques that
improve your efficiency. Grant knew that he
would have to use small batches for this pro-
ject because of G/5’s short working time. After
experimenting with several batches, he discov-
ered that G/5 resin and hardener can be dis-
pensed into small mixing cups ahead of time
and will remain uncured until mixed.

He made a carrying pallet with sixteen holes,
sized to hold 1-ounce mixing cups (pill cups

purchased at a food service outlet). The pallet
was covered with duct tape so glue drips could
be peeled away (above).

He arranged all of his materials close at hand.

• Pallet with pre-filled mixing cups

• Mixing (popsicle) sticks (purchased at a
crafts store)

• 403 Microfiber Filler

• Ceramic Tiles organized in order

• Supply of disposable gloves

He simultaneously dispensed the resin and
hardener into opposite sides of each cup
(right). Although the resin and hardener lay
against each other, no reaction occurred until
the contents were stirred together.

Once Grant’s project was underway, he was
able to quickly mix new batches and work
continuously without stopping to dispense
resin and hardener. �

Tom’s G/5 tips

Plastic repair with G/5 Adhesive

I occasionally use my tools on jobs for which
they were not intended. I won’t go into detail,
but it was on one of those occasions that I sig-
nificantly damaged my ratcheting “squeeze
driver” screwdriver. The plastic that sur-
rounded the thrust bearing had broken into
several pieces. I didn’t know if it could be re-
paired but I was going to give it a try.

I decided to use G/5 Adhesive for this repair,
since it adheres quite well to a number of plas-
tics. I planned to incorporate 4-oz fiberglass
cloth to reinforce the area around the thrust
bearing after gluing the pieces together.

These are the basic steps I used:

1. Dry assemble the unit to verify all of the
pieces are there (left photo).

2. Prepare the repair for fiberglass and epoxy
by sanding with 60-grit sandpaper.

3. Oxidize the bonding surfaces with a brief
pass of a flame from a propane torch.

4. Glue the pieces together with G/5 Adhesive.

5. Laminate layers of 4 oz fiberglass cloth with
small multiple batches of G/5 to reinforce
the damaged area (middle photo).

I guess you can say the repair was successful.
It’s been a year and a half and my “squeeze
driver” works fine (right photo). I think it is
stronger now than when it was new. It may
even work on jobs for which it wasn’t origi-
nally intended. �


